—]JUsTICE WiLLIAM BRENNAN, 1971

It should be noted at the outset that the Firge
Amendment

There is, Mmoreover, no Statute barring the
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—JUSTICE WiLLiam DOUGLAS, 1971
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Censorship and the Press

Read the chapter “Freedom of the Press: A Cantankerous Press Must Be
Suffered” in The First Amendment: America’s Blueprint for Tolerance and
answer the following questions.

1. What means did the British government use to control the press?

2. Why would government leaders want to control the press? What kinds of
ideas would they want to suppress? Whose interests might they be protecting?

3. What arguments can you make for protecting freedom of the press?
4. What is prior restraint? What arguments might the press make against it?

5. What values and interests might be endangered or exploited if there were no
limits placed on the press?

6. What limits, if any, should the government be able to place on freedom of the
press? Explain your position.
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